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Public Library Online 



 

• What is it?   

 

• What does it offer?  

 

• How do I use it?  

 

• Which device? 

 

 



What is it?  

 Public Library Online is an online access 
service to themed digital bookshelves.   

 

 There is no download, you simply connect to 
the service online using any internet enabled 
device – PC, MAC, mobile phone – and read 
the books online, just as you read a website 



What does it offer?  

 Bedfordshire has subscribed to the following 
themed digital bookshelves:  

• Childhood 

• Book Group 

• Teen Fiction 

• Paranormal Romance 

• Quercus Crime 

• Love the Film, Read the Book 

• Steps to Success – Personal 

 



How do I use it?   

 Access within the library is via the following Bedfordshire page:  

 



 This page is accessed via the following link:  
http://www.galaxy.bedfordshire.gov.uk/webingres/bedfordshire/vlib/0.books

_reading/bloomsbury_public_library_online.htm 

 

 Here you’ll find all online resources available within 
the Bedfordshire Library Service.   

 

 Select the Public Library Online link to access the 
shelves.  

http://www.galaxy.bedfordshire.gov.uk/webingres/bedfordshire/vlib/0.books_reading/bloomsbury_public_library_online.htm
http://www.galaxy.bedfordshire.gov.uk/webingres/bedfordshire/vlib/0.books_reading/bloomsbury_public_library_online.htm


 You can also access the Public Library Online remotely by 

logging in when prompted with your library card number.   

 Remote access is available through a Bedfordshire's website 
here: http://www.galaxy.bedfordshire.gov.uk/cgi-bin/vlib.sh 

 

 

http://www.galaxy.bedfordshire.gov.uk/cgi-bin/vlib.sh
http://www.galaxy.bedfordshire.gov.uk/cgi-bin/vlib.sh
http://www.galaxy.bedfordshire.gov.uk/cgi-bin/vlib.sh


 Enter your library card number  on the login 
page with no spaces:  

 

 

 

 



to get to Bedfordshire’s Public Library Online 

  



 
Click shelf title or book 

jacket that you would like 
to view, using left and right 

arrows to scroll along all 
available titles on each 

shelf  

Once within the Public 
Library Online you can view 

the selection of shelves... 
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Once on the book shelf of 

your choice... 
 
 

Read about the books on 
this shelf and access extra 

free resources such as 
author websites 

 
 

Click on jacket or ‘read 
more’ to get to more  
information on a title 
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• Click on the shelf you’re interested in 

• Click on the book you’re interested in  

• Start reading 

• Zoom in to increase type size 

• Search  

• Enjoy! 

 



Read the blurb and click  
links to access lots of free 

resources including  
reading group guides, 

author interviews, videos, 
websites and reviews 

 
Book page gives 

description and resources 
available 
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Click on the jacket or  
‘read online’ to 
 begin reading 

 



Once you are in the reader, where you read pages from the 
book, you cannot bookmark or copy and paste the link or you 
will receive the following error message:  

 
Sorry !  
You can not access this token  
 
You have given access for 1 time(s).  
Total number of accesses exceeded. 

 

We suggest bookmarking the title page if you wish to come back 
to the book at another time 
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Once in the book of your 

choice ... 
 

Page through the book  
 
 

Go straight to a page 
number 

 
 

Go straight to a chapter 
 
 



You can also ... 
 

Go straight to any  
page in the book 

 
Search through the 

book at any time 
 

Move forward and 
backward in the book 

 
Zoom in or out to suit 

reading preference 
 

View all thumbnails, 
double page spreads, 
single pages, or large 

double pages  
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 Click on the search 
bar and type in 
the word you are 
looking for 

The word for 
which you are 
searching will 
be highlighted 
in the text 

Or jump 
straight to 
pages using 
search results 
in the contents 
bar 



Which device? 

 

• You can access the Public Library Online using any 
internet enabled device that uses Flash.   

• This means most pcs, macs, laptops and mobile 
phones.  

• Currently, iPad, iPhone and iTouch don’t accept 
Flash, so the books cannot be viewed on these 
devices, but we’re working on a solution  

 



Can I use my Kindle or Sony Reader?  

• No, because these are not fully internet 
enabled in that they don’t allow access to all 
websites (Kindle just allows access to the 
Amazon store to buy books from Amazon) 

 

• Those are ebook download devices whereas 
this is an online access service 

 

 


